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192 William and Mary College Quarterly. 

March 2 a 1768. 

At a Meeting of the President & Masters of W m & Mary College 
Present, 

The Bev d Mr. James Horrocks President, Mr. Camm, E. Jones 
& Mr. Johnson. 

Eesol. that Mr. "Withers be appointed the Steward of the College 
Plantation on Nottoway Biver & the (sic) he be allowed an annual 
Salary of £20 ^ Annum for his Trouble: he is desir'd to take an 
Inventory of the Estate when he enters into his office. 

Eesol. that an Advertisement be inserted in the Gazette to in- 
form the Publick that the College is now clear of the Small-Pox. 



THE STEACHETS OF SUTTON COUET. 
In the records of Torktown the editor found two deeds which 
recite the following facts: Elizabeth, the wife of John Smith, 1 
Esq., of Abingdon Parish, Gloucester Co., Va., was seized of five 
houses and their appurtenances, near the Brewer-house yard in 
the parish of St. Margaret's, Westminster, Eng. Elizabeth died 
before 1705, and on the 30th of August of that year her husband 
sold the said property to " John Strachey, of Sutton Court in the 
parish of Chew Magna, in the county of Somerset, Eng." for 490 
pounds. But as the deed was not good against the children of 
said Elizabeth, then under age, John Smith conveyed to John 
Strachey, as security, lands in Gloucester Co., Va., patented by his 
father, Major Lawrence Smith. Some time after, Lawrence Smith, 
son of said John Smith, sued John Strachey in the high court of 
chancery in England, and by decree of 26 Oct., 1731, was placed in 
possession of the land in England. Now the first deed at York- 
town, dated May 18, 1734, being from Lawrence Smith to Henry 
Strachey, son of John Strachey, confirms his father John Smith's 
conveyance of the property near the Brewerhouse in Westminster; 
and the second deed, dated 20 May, 1734, being from John Strachey, 
the father (who acknowledges in person the deed at Torktown), 
releases to Lawrence Smith the trust deed on the Gloucester, Va., 
property. 

About the same time the attention of the editor was'called by 
Mr. W. G. Stanard to an article in the Atlantic Monthly for March, 
1893, entitled " The Old Hall and the Portraits," by Sir Edward 

1 Member of the Virginia Council. He died about 1719. See Quabtebi/j, 
Vol. II., pp. 5-14, for an account of the Smith family. 



The Stbaohets ob 1 Suttoh Coubt. 193 

Strachey, Bart. The Old Hall is Sutton Court, the ancient seat of 
the Strachey family. The article is in the form of a dialogue be- 
tween "Foster " and " Squire," who represents Sir Edward Strachey 
himself. After a statement that the William Strachey who came 
to Virginia was the grandfather of John Strachey, the friend of 
Locke, "Foster" asks, "Did you keep up your connection with 
Virginia! " "Squire," "Yes. Two migrations are recorded in 
the family pedigree. And though the male line has ended, I still 
correspond with a worthy gentleman through the female line. 
This gentleman opened a communication with me after the war of 
1861-'65, in the troubles of which he lost his family pedigree, and 
asked me to help him supply the place ; and in token of his claim 
he sent me photographs of the pictures of several of our common 
ancestors, of which the counterparts are now hanging before you." 
These notices were sufficient to induce a desire on the editor's part 
to know more of the Strachey family, who through William 
Strachey, as secretary of the first governor, Lord Delaware, and as 
author of a description of the county, was so early connected with 
Virginia. A letter addressed to Sir Edward Strachey brought 
'the following courteous reply: 

Sutton Ooubt, June 3, 1895. 
My Deab Sib : The loss of eyesight prevents my examining our papers myself, 
but my son, Henry, has made the enclosed note, which, I think, contains all 
the replies which we can give to your questions. The person referred to in 
the Atlantic Monthly is Dr. Claudius Mastin, of Mobile, Alabama, who may 
have more information than we have here. The name of the Brew-house pro- 
perty in Westminster is familiar to me, but I do not know why the title was 
so troublesome to Virginia. We will be happy to give you any further infor- 
mation. I am faithfully yours, E.Stbachey. 
[Notes Enclosed, by Henky Sibaohey, Esq. J 

The John Strachey mentioned in Mr. Lyon G. Tyler's letter as "late of 
Sutton Court," etc., is no doubt the John Strachey, M. D., 15th child of 
John Strachey, of Sutton Court. (See accompanying pedigree.) 

The John Strachey in Virginia in 1734 is doubtless the above, as he died 
in 1756. (See pedigree.) 

The William Strachey, Secretary to Lord Delaware's commission and 
author of the History of Travaile into Virginia, was most probably the William 
Strachey who died in 1634, whose son, by his first wife, settled in Virginia, 
and whose second wife was the niece of Sr. E. Cross. 

There is no record in the family papers of his having been to Virginia, but 
th»re is no other family of the name of Strachey. 

The author of the Travaile (See Genesis of the United States. — A. Brown) was 
of Gray's Inn, and the son of the William Strachey in the pedigree, was of 
Gray's Inn. 

Dr. Claudius Mastin was Sir E. Strachey's correspondent in 1861-65, and 
since. [to be continued.] 



21*1 



CU3 



of Si S»B< 
£ 50 „- 9 



4) § 

o.S 



j cs'd 






51, 



S»dM 

-in** 

c IS 



«. S3 d 

o> IIS 

S .3 

' ON 

s= si 

O S.2 
oo S 



Q"3.2 

=" Iff 



« 5>~ 

-»-t (8:9 

si 

S3 



ra 






o oi 

s-> .,2 

<A § ^ 

« B 



<i> 






W 



SO 



1 
r 






13 




<y 



« is 

-53 »s^=?s 

la 

CD 

2 I 









<3 



ro 



s-t -w 


« 




^1 


-*— » 


in 


w 






SI'S 


W 


S= ft 


a 


ft 


sr 


a 


x> 




x> 


<y 



Ul 



sW o. 



